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Liturgy for the WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 2021 

24th October 2021 (30th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 

Introduction: 

Mission Sunday reminds every baptised Catholic of the oneness in Christ’s mission all over the 

world.  Every year, on this day, we specially remember all the missionaries whether they have 

come from elsewhere and working amidst us or those who have travelled from our place, reaching 

far-off lands to proclaim Christ, as well as our special contribution for the Universal mission.  

This year, we celebrate the Mission Sunday with the theme “We cannot but speak of what we 

have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).  If there is something amazing in our life, it will just overflow 

from us so that others would easily notice it.  Similarly, those who have truly experienced the love 

of Christ, cannot keep it with oneself but will express explicitly in what we do or speak, like that 

of the early Christians, in spite of all the difficulties they could face at that time. 

At this complicated time of pandemic and in spite of all the difficulties, still we are expected to be 

true witnesses in all possible ways: 

• Praying for all the missionaries and mission ventures. 

• Promoting vocation for the mission and fostering it. 

• Contribute generously for the Universal Solidarity Fund which caters especially to the 

mission territories and young dioceses; and  

• To be a missionary in every aspect of our life and proclaim the love of Christ that we are 

experiencing. 

In this World Mission Sunday Eucharistic celebration, let us join together with one mind, united 

by the Holy Spirit and pray for the mission of each and every individual, especially for all the 

missionaries. 
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Homily helps 

Every year the Catholic Church celebrates the third Sunday of October as the Mission Sunday. 

Through this celebration the Church reminds the faithful of the importance of the mission of the 

Church to all the nations (missio ad gentes).  

Meaning of the Mission 

Right from the beginning of the Church the word “Mission” has been and continues to very dear 

to the Church. This word has been derived from the Latin word “Missio” which means “Sent.” We 

are all “Sent” to proclaim the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through the Sacrament of 

Baptism, we become the partakers of the mission of Jesus. This mission of Jesus is to be carried 

on by his followers. That is why “All are sent” to carry on this mission to all the people of the 

earth. The Good News must reach to all the people of the earth. The Church is striving to meet this 

expectation and as an integral part of the Church I must strive to proclaim the Gospel. 

Missionary Mandate 

Jesus himself has given us the Missionary Mandate:  

- “Go into the whole world and preach the Gospel to all creation.” (Mk 16:15) 

- In Mt 28:19-20 the mandate is very clear with three things: Make disciples of all the 

nations, baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

teach them all that I have taught you. 

- In Jn 20:21 Jesus says, “As the Father has sent (mission) me so do I send (mission) you.” 

Obeying this mandate of the Lord is not just an option for the Church. In the words of the Second 

Vatican Council, it is her “essential task,” because the Church is “missionary by nature.” 

“Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity; the 

Church exists in order to evangelize.” 

Call of Bartimaeus – to be missionary 

In today’s Gospel reading we have the example of blind Bartimaeus who was healed by the Lord. 

When he was called by the Lord, he threw his cloak (a symbol of giving up his old self) and jumped 

with enthusiasm and came to Jesus for his healing. Not only to be healed of his physical blindness 

but also to be healed of his inner self. He exclaimed, “Master, I want to see.” Jesus replied, “Go 

your way, your faith has saved you.” After his healing, it is said that he followed Jesus on the way. 

From that moment onwards he became a true missionary of our Lord Jesus Christ. The true mission 

is to follow our Lord Jesus on his way. Remember that first he believed in the Lord, “Jesus, Son 

of David, have pity on me.” The Gospel says that he firmly endured in his faith. His faith was 

rewarded, which led him to become a missionary. 
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I am a Mission 

Faith is strengthened when it is given to others! Therefore, Pope Francis says that the missionary 

mandate given by Jesus touches us personally: “I am a mission, always; you are a mission, 

always; every baptized man and woman is a mission.” The Pope is not saying “I am a 

missionary”, but he says, “I am a mission, always”, means he is giving the new direction to the 

mission of the Church. As a missionary there are not only some duties attached to my mission, but 

through my faithful life I become the living example of the mission. My behavior, words and 

actions (witness through my life) will make me a living mission… through this all will know that 

we are Jesus’ disciples (cf. Jn 13:35). I bring the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to others not only 

through my words, but also through my life. Pope Francis insists that the first task of the Church 

is to preach the Gospel and though it is challenging this missionary task must remain foremost. 

Synod of Bishops – an opportunity to participate in the mission of the Church 

The meaning of the word “synod” is “walking together” or “journeying together.” The theme of 

the Synod is “Communion, Participation and Mission.” All the three aspects are interconnected 

and are inseparable. The mission of the Church is done collectively and not individually. 

Therefore, all participate into this mission in various ways. This Synod is a wonderful opportunity 

for all of us to wholeheartedly contribute towards the mission of the Church. 

We have already begun with the Synod of Bishops where not only the clergy, but all the people 

are invited to participate. This synodal journey (October 2021 – October 2023) will have three 

phases (diocesan, continental, and universal) of consultations and discernment, culminating with 

the assembly in October 2023 in Rome. The main focus of this Synod is to “listen” to all and while 

“One listening to the others; we all listen to the Holy Spirit.” It is not just ‘Passive Listening’ It is 

active listening with a concrete outcome. This is the most fundamental aspect of the mission of the 

Church that we journey together listening to one another and proclaiming the Gospel not only 

through our words but also by our deeds. 

To conclude, 

I am called to be a missionary. This is not a choice for me but an obligation. I must abide by the 

missionary command given to us by Jesus. Each one of us must contemplate: Do I truly understand 

the mission of the Church? What is my responsibility towards this mission? Let us ask the grace 

of the Holy Spirit to lead us into the proper understanding of the mission of the Church, so that we 

may live as true missionaries of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Prayer of the Faithful 

Celebrant: Jesus, who healed the blind beggar, is ever ready to bring His grace to all those in 

need.  Let us place all our needs, and also pray for Christ’s mission in this world.  Trusting in His 

grace let us pray, saying: Lord hear our prayer and Strengthen your Mission.  

1. For the Universal Church and her leaders: We pray for our Pope, Cardinals, Bishops, Priests, 

Religious and the faithful of the church, who are inherited with the zeal to be messengers of 

the love of Christ. Strengthen them with all the necessary support and good health to bear 

witness to the Light. Let us Pray to the Lord. 

2. For the Missionaries and Mission Territories: We pray for all the missionaries and their 

activities in every mission territory, that they may experience and share your love and 

compassion to all those who hear Your word for the first time. Let us Pray to the Lord. 

3. For all those who contribute for the Mission: Our Good Shepherd, we pray for those who 

generously contribute for the mission works.  We implore you to bless them with good measure 

so that they all may enjoy a healthy and harmonious life of love, peace and joy.  Protect them 

from all oppression, evil and sorrow. Let us Pray to the Lord. 

4. For all of us who are gathered in this Eucharistic assembly: Help us to experience your love, 

mercy and compassion; deepen our faith; and proclaim you in all the little things that we do 

and speak. Make us the bearers of your light, especially where there is darkness of life.  Let us 

pray to the Lord. 

5. For the deceased Missionaries: we offer the souls of all the deceased missionaries, especially 

those who were in prison, sick, without proper food, medicine and basic necessities while 

working in your vineyard.  Reward their missionary zeal, to be with you in the heavenly 

kingdom. Let us Pray to the Lord. 

6. Pray silently for our personal and community needs. 

Celebrant: God our Father, you have blessed us with the gift of faith and fortified us by the 

Missionary Saints like St. Francis Xavier, St. Therese of the Child Jesus and many more.  With 

our baptismal call, let us take part in the worldwide mission of Christ.  We raise all these prayers 

and petitions through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayer for Mission (after Communion) 

Heavenly Father, when your only begotten Son Jesus Christ rose from the dead, he commissioned 

His followers to “go and make disciples of all nations” and you remind us that through our 

Baptism, we are made sharers in the mission of the Church. 

Empower us by the gifts of the Holy Spirit to be courageous and zealous in bearing witness to 

Gospel, so that the mission entrusted to the Church, which is still very far from completion, may 

find new and efficacious expressions that bring life and light to the world. 

Help us make it possible for all peoples to experience the saving love and mercy of Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Solemn Blessing 

Cel: The Lord be with you. 

         And with your spirit. 

 

Bow down for the blessing. 

 

May the God of all consolation order your days in his peace 

and grant you the gifts of his blessing, free you always from every distress 

and confirm your hearts in his love. 

Amen. 

 

And may he who has willed that all his scattered children 

should be gathered together in his Son, 

grant that you may become his temple 

and the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

And so, may you always understand what is good and right, 

and be found ever hastening along 

in the path of God’s commands, 

made coheirs with the citizens of heaven. 

Amen. 

 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, +, and the Holy Spirit, 

come down on you and remain with you for ever. 

Amen. 

 


